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The Office of  Titles ’T O’ Perfin found on the 
Stamp Statute Duty Stamps of  Victoria 

1876-1877

The TO took cash up to 1876 when the new regulations under The Stamp Statute 
1869 came in. For the 12 months after that they punctured the stamps TO ... 
after all the stamps were introduced as a security measure to stop theft / fraud 
so it makes sense you don't want people stealing them. After 1877 they just used 
the normal fee stamps without any perfin, just like the courts and other places. 

It must have been a tedious job for the poor junior who was doing it. You will see 
on some he (no women allowed) just puts the perfin on at any angle, all over the 
place.

Dave Elsmore & Russell Turner
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We have access to these stamps because people have taken them out of the titles office 
archives over the years.  

From what I am told, this was done by people going in to look up titles and when 
unattended they would rip the stamps off the documents.  

I have never seen a Titles Office cancel on a full document, or even on piece, so am 
unable to state if this was a cancelling device or not so I can only assume that the people 
who took the stamps also soaked them off. 

The TO perfin has not been reported on the ½d, 1d or 3d. We can only guess why the 
lower values aren't there: 

1. The thieves over the years supposed that only the high values were worth stealing 

2. The rates used at the Titles Office were not down to the penny 

3. Some are around but not reported just yet. Having never visited the Titles Office we 
am unable to know if these three values were ever used on documents or not. 

The following few pages documents most of  the recorded values
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Within 3 months of  use the pins on the ‘O’ began to break at 4 O’Clock and a blind pin 
at 11 O’Clock. The ’T’ also suffered pin loss along with blind pins as can be seen.
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